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2 August, 2019

	 •	Ravish Kumar, Indian journalist of NDTV news 
channel  has been  chosen for  the prestigious 
2019 Ramon Magsaysay Award.

	 •	He has been given this prestigious award in 
recognition for harnessing journalism to give voice 
to voiceless.

	 •	The award is awarded annually to individuals or 
organizations from Asia region for their altruistic, 
selfless and philanthropic service.

	 •	He will be awarded along with the other four 
recipients from Asia.

25 August, 2019
	 •	Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi was 

honoured with the prestigious ‘Order of Zayed’, 
United Arab Emirates’ (UAE) (highest civilian 
award).
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8 August, 2019
	 •	Indian Bollywood Superstar 

Shah Rukh Khan was felicitated 
with ‘Excellence in Cinema’ 
honour at Indian Film Festival 
of Melbourne (IFFM) 2019.

	 •	The festival paid tribute to the 
actor’s continuous contribution 
to cinema and popular culture 
in India.

‘EXCELLENCE IN CINEMA’ HONOUR AT 
INDIAN FILM FESTIVAL

9 August, 2019
	 •	President of India, Ram Nath Kovind, presented 

Bharat Ratna Awards to Nanaji Deshmukh 
(posthumously), Bhupendra Kumar Hazarika 
(posthumously) and Pranab Mukherjee at 
Rashtrapati Bhavan

BHARAT RATNA AWARDS

16 August, 2019
	 •	Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) 

Chairman Kailasavadivoo Sivan, was awarded 
Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam Award by the Tamil Nadu 
government. 

	 •	He was awarded in recognition of his stellar work 
in promotion of science and technology.

ISRO CHAIRMAN HONOURED
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	 •	It was given to him for his contribution in 
strengthening relations between India and UAE.

	 •	It has earlier been bestowed on several world 
leaders which include Russian President Vladimir 
Putin, Queen Elizabeth II and Chinese President 
Xi Jinping.

28 August, 2019
	 •	Five girls from Amity International School 

in Noida, Uttar Pradesh developed a mobile 
application called ‘Maitri’ that connects children 
at orphanage.

	 •	The innovation by this all-girls team called “Tech 
Witches” fetched them a bronze medal at global 
tech competition called ‘Technovation Challenge’  
held in San Francisco, United States.

14 August, 2019
	 •	Tamil Nadu has 

officially declared 
Tamil Yeoman 
(Cirrochroa thais) 
as the state butterfly 
to symbolise its rich 
natural and cultural 
heritage.

	 •	It boosts  conservation efforts of attractive insects.

MAITRI MOBILE APP

TAMIL NADU’S STATE BUTTERFLY

7 August, 2019
	 •	Former Union External Affairs Minister Sushma 

Swaraj, passed away after suffering a cardiac 
arrest in New Delhi. She was 67.

	 •	Her achievements include being the (i) Youngest 
Cabinet Minister (age) in Haryana Government in 
1977, (ii) first woman Chief Minister of Delhi in 1998 
(iii) first woman 
spokesperson for 
any national political 
party in the country 
and (iv) India’s first 
full-time woman 
Foreign Minister.

19 August, 2019
	 •	Scientists of Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) 

have discovered two new species of freshwater 
fish from north-eastern and northern parts of 
country.

	 •	Both fish are hill stream fauna, measuring 
less than 7 centimetres and are equipped with 
special morphological features to suit rapid 
water flow.

	 •	Glyptothorax gopii was discovered from Mizoram’s 
Champai district near India-Myanmar border and 
Garra simbalbaraensis has been found from 
Himachal Pradesh.

SUSHMA SWARAJ BREATHES HER LAST

TWO NEW SPECIES OF FRESHWATER FISH DISCOVERED

DEATHS

24 August, 2019
	 •	Veteran BJP leader and former Finance Minister 

Arun Jaitley died in New Delhi. He was 66.

ARUN JAITLEY DIES

	 •	He was admitted to the All India Institute 
of Medical Science (AIIMS) New Delhi on 
August 9.

28 August, 2019
	 •	The first woman Director General of Police (DGP) 

Kanchan Chaudhary Bhattacharya passed away 
following illness in Mumbai, Maharashtra.

	 •	In 1997, she was awarded the President’s police 
medal for distinguished service.

	 •	She had made guest appearance in ‘Udaan’ TV 
serial aired on Doordarshan in late 1980s, which 
was based on her life, showing her struggles to 
become an IPS officer.

INDIA’S FIRST WOMAN DGP PASSES AWAY

ENVIRONMENT
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21 August, 2019

Mystus Prabini Garra ranganensis

Exostoma kotelati

Creteuchiloglanis tawangensis Physoschistura harkishorei

	 •	A fisheries and aquatic ecology research team from 
zoology department of Rajiv Gandhi University 
(RGU) discovered 5 species of fish from various 
districts of Arunachal Pradesh.

	 •	They are  Mystus prabini– found in Sinkin and 
Dibang rivers in Lower Dibang Valley district 
Exostoma kottelati– found in Ranga river in Lower 
Subansiri district Creteuchiloglanis tawangensis– 
found in Tawangchu river in Tawang district 

FIVE NEW FISH SPECIES DISCOVERED 
IN ARUNACHAL PRADESH

28 August, 2019
	 •	Indian Institute of Petroleum (IIP) has set up a 

waste plastic to diesel plant in Dehradun (capital 
of Uttarakhand) as a step towards ensuring 
freedom from plastic.

	 •	In the waste plastic to diesel plant set up in 
IIP, scientists will process waste plastics into 
fuel.

	 •	The plant has been set up at a time various 
countries are working towards a plastic-free 
world.

	 •	This is yet another achievement of IIP after  
successfully producing biofuel for aircraft.

PLANT TO TURN PLASTIC INTO DIESEL

28 August, 2019
	 •	Researchers have sighted critically endangered 

species of tarantula—Peacock Parachute Spider 
for first time beyond its known habitat in the 
Eastern Ghats.

	 •	Recently, it was 
spotted in a cave in 
Pakkamalai Reserve 
Forests (in Eastern 
Ghats) near Gingee 
in Villupuram district 
of Tamil Nadu.

	 •	It was sighted for the first time way back in 
1899 by Reginald Innes Pocock on the basis of 
a single female specimen in Gooty. 

	 •	It is considered as biological pest controller.

20 August, 2019
	 •	Iceland held a funeral 

for Okjokull glacier, the 
country’s first glacier lost 
to climate change.

	 •	People in Iceland 
gathered together to 
commemorate the loss of 
glacier Okjokull, which was officially declared 
dead in 2014 at age of 700.

	 •	A bronze plaque was mounted on a bare rock in 
a ceremony on a barren terrain once covered by 
Okjökull glacier in western Iceland.

RARE TARANTULA SIGHTED FOR FIRST TIME

FUNERAL FOR THE FIRST GLACIER LOST 
TO CLIMATE CHANGE

20 August, 2019
	 •	According to recently released report by 

Greenpeace India, India is the largest emitter of 
sulphur dioxide (SO2) in the world.

	 •	Most all of these anthropogenic emissions in 
India are because of coal-burning. This is because 
majority of coal-based power plants in India lack 
flue-gas desulphurisation (FGD) technology to 
reduce air pollution.

INDIA FOREMOST EMITTER OF SULPHUR DIOXIDE

Garra ranganensis– found in Ranga river and 
Physoschistura harkishorei– found in Dibang and 
Lohit rivers in Lower Dibang Valley district.

IMPORTANT DAYS

9 August, 2019

	 •	International Day of the World’s Indigenous 
Peoples is globally observed every 9 August.

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF THE WORLD’S 
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES
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	 •	It  aims to promote and protect rights of indigenous 
population. Observance of this day seeks to 
recognize the contributions and achievements.

10 August, 2019
	 •	10 August is observed as World Biofuel Day with 

aim to create awareness about the importance of 
non-fossil fuels as an alternative to conventional 
fossil.

	 •	It has been observed by the Union Ministry of 
Petroleum & 
Natural Gas 
since 2015.

	 •	Its objective 
is to create 
a w a r e n e s s 
about the importance of non-fossil fuels (or 
environment-friendly fuels) as an alternative to 
conventional fossil fuels and to highlight various 
efforts made by Government of India in biofuel 
sector.

WORLD BIOFUEL DAY

12 August, 2019

	 •	International Youth Day is  celebrated  bring youth 
issues to attention of international community 
and celebrate the potential of youth as partners 
in today’s global society.

	 •	The theme for this year is Transforming Education.
	 •	It supports Goal 4 of the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development (SDG) i.e. to ensure 
equitable quality and inclusive education and 
promote lifelong learning opportunities for all.

INTERNATIONAL YOUTH DAY

19 August, 2019
	 •	World Humanitarian Day pay 

tribute to aid workers who risk 
their lives in humanitarian 
service.

	 •	The Day (i) provides opportunity 
to celebrate spirit that inspires 
humanitarian work around globe. (ii) pays tribute 
to aid workers who risk their lives in humanitarian 
service and (iii) rallies support for people affected 
by crisis around the world.

WORLD HUMANITARIAN DAY

20 August, 2019

	 •	20 August is celebrated as Sadbhavana Diwas or 
Communal Harmony Day to commemorate birth 
anniversary of late Rajiv Gandhi, former Prime 
Minister of India.

	 •	Family members and political dignitaries pay 
homage to his memory and legacy by laying 
down wreaths and garlands on Veer Bhoomi, 
where he was cremated.

SADBHAVNA DIWAS

FIRST RUSSIAN HUMANOID ROBOT IN SPACE

SCIENCE

24 August, 2019

29 August, 2019

	 •	The International Day Against Nuclear Tests is 
observed every year across the world on 29 
August with aim to raise awareness about the 
effects of nuclear weapon test explosions or any 
other nuclear explosions.

	 •	The purpose of the day is (i) To promote peace 
and security world-wide and calls for urgent 
need to prevent nuclear catastrophes to avert 
devastating effects on humankind, environment 
and the planet and (ii) To highlight urgent need 
for cessation of nuclear weapons as one of 
the means of achieving the goal of a nuclear-
weapon-free world.

INTERNATIONAL DAY AGAINST NUCLEAR TESTS
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13 August, 2019
	 •	Renowned biologist 

Chandrima Shaha became 
the first woman to get 
elected as the President of 
Indian National Science 
Academy (INSA).

	 •	INSA is the apex body 
of Indian scientists representing all branches of 
science and technology. It promotes science and 
its use in India.

FIRST WOMAN PRESIDENT OF INDIAN NATIONAL 
SCIENCE ACADEMY

12 August, 2019
	 •	Newly discovered Kajin Sara lake in Nepal is  

to set a new record of being the world’s highest 
lake.

	 •	It was discovered about a few months ago by 
team of mountaineers.

30 August, 2019
	 •	Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched nation-

wide Fit India Movement from event held in 
Indira Gandhi Stadium Complex in New Delhi.

	 •	It was launched on the occasion of National 
Sports Day (observed on 29 August) observed 
to commemorate the birth anniversary of hockey 
doyen Major Dhyan Chand.

KAJIN SARA LAKE—THE WORLD’S HIGHEST

FIT INDIA MOVEMENT

14 August, 2019

	 •	Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated 
Dynamic Facade Lighting of Parliament House 
Estate.

	 •	As many as 875 energy-efficient LED (light-
emitting diode) lights have been installed in 
Parliament Complex. These are power efficient 
and uses only one-fifth (20%) of electricity as 
compared to other types of lights.

DYNAMIC FACADE LIGHTING OF PARLIAMENT 
HOUSE ESTATE

3 August, 2019
	 •	A research paper has 

recently claimed that 
majority of Indus Valley 
inscriptions were written 
logographically (by using 
word signs) and not 
by using phonograms 
(speech sounds units).

	 •	This paper titled ‘Interrogating Indus inscription to 
unravel their mechanism of meaning conveyance’ 
was published in Palgrave Communications, a Nature 
group journal.

	 •	The script was  discovered from nearly 4,000 ancient 
inscribed objects, including seals, ivory rods, tablets, 
pottery shards, etc.

28 August, 2019

	 •	Indian Air Force’s (IAF) Wing Commander Shailaja 
Dhami scripted history by becoming country’s first 
female officer to be appointed as flight commander  
of a flying unit.

	 •	She took over as flight commander of a Chetak 
helicopter unit at Hindon airbase in Ghaziabad, 
Uttar Pradesh.

	 •	She is the first woman officer of IAF to be given a 
permanent commission for a long tenure. She is a 
permanent commissioning officer of Flying Branch 
in the Indian Air Force (IAF) and flies helicopters 
butted.

	 •	She is also the first woman qualified flying instructor 
of Indian Air Force for helicopters.

NEW DISCOVERY ABOUT THE INDUS SCRIPT

INDIA’S FIRST FEMALE FLIGHT COMMANDER

MISCELLANEOUS 

	 •	Russia launched life-size humanoid robot called 
Fedor to International Space Station (ISS).

	 •	It is the first ever life-size humanoid robot sent into 
space by Russia.

	 •	Its main purpose is to be used in operations that 
are dangerous for humans onboard spacecraft and 
in outer space.
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	 •	It is aimed at encouraging people to give priority 
to sports and fitness in their day-to-day lives.

13 August, 2019

	 •	Aishwarya Pissay became the first Indian to claim 
a world title in motorsports.

	 •	She won the FIM World Cup ( Fédération 
Internationale de Motocyclisme) in women’s 
category.

FIRST INDIAN WORLD TITLE IN MOTORSPORTS

SPORTS

16 August, 2019
	 •	Indian men’s cyclist team created history by 

clinching the Team Sprint gold medal at World 
Junior Track Cycling Championships in Frankfurt, 
Germany.

INDIANS WIN GOLD AT CYCLING CHAMPIONSHIP

25 August, 2019
	 •	Sai Praneeth, World No. 19, has ended a 36-year 

wait by becoming the only 2nd Indian men’s 
singles player since Prakash Padukone in 1983 
to win a bronze medal at World Championships.

	 •	He defeated world No. 4 Jonatan Christie in 
quarter-final with 24-22, 21-14.

BWF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 2019 

26 August, 2019

	 •	PV Sindhu became the first Indian to win a 
Badminton World Championships gold by beating 
familiar rival Nozomi Okuhara of Japan.

	 •	Sindhu is also the second women shuttler to have 
5 medals and third to have medals in all three 
colours.

PV SINDHU WINS GOLD

	 •	This is India’s historic first gold win at a world 
cycling event, senior or junior. 

	 •	The team comprised of Esow Alben, Ronaldo 
Singh, James Singh and Rojit Singh.


